
Witness testimony of Nanci Munroe of evidence of oily substance leaking from 
machinery at the site of the TMT Access Road in May & June of 2016 
 
I was born in Portland, Oregon & raised in Tucson, Arizona.  I moved to Hawai`i in 
August 1976 to attend college at the University of Hawaii at Hilo.  I enrolled in 
prerequisite courses for the Dental Hygiene Program at University of Hawai`i at Manoa, 
as well as classes in Hawaiian language with Pua Kanahele & Hawaiian studies with 
Aunty Edith Kanaka`ole, who gave me the Hawaiian name of Nohea. 
 
I was hired at GTE Hawaiian Telephone Company in Hilo on April 24, 1979.  I was 
accepted into the dental hygiene program in Vancouver, Washington in August of 1979, 
but declined.  I was able to continue attending classes part-time at UH-Hilo from which 
eventually earned an Associate of Arts degree in Liberal Arts in 1984 at a point for which 
I would have only required 15 more credit hours to earn a Bachelor’s degree.  I retired 
from Hawaiian Telcom in Honolulu on August 10, 2012 with over 33 years of service.  
Since then I also have done some part-time work for Laulima Title Search & Claims. 
 
I served as Team Leader for Verizon Hawaii’s participation in the Leukemia & Lyphoma 
Society’s “Light The Night Walk” in Honolulu in 2000 & 2001.  The first year, 2000, we 
raised over $12,000 and were recognized as the top corporate team. 
 
I served as a Cub Scout Den Leader for Pack 117 chartered by Kahalu`u United 
Methodist Church on O`ahu from August 2000 until May 2004. 
 
I served an adult Scout Leader for Troop 117 chartered by Kahalu`u United Methodist 
Church on O`ahu from September 2004 until April 2010.  I accompanied the troop on one 
“high adventure” trip to Kaho`olawe in 2009. 
 
I served on the Board of Directors for the Caledonian Society of Hawai`i from 2009 to 
2012.  Our traditional “Burns Supper” has been attended by dignitaries from the 
community & other countries. 
 
I served on the Board of Directors for Calvary Episcopal Preschool in Kane`ohe from 
2010 to 2012.  
 
I am Christian in the Anglican/Episcopal Church, and have served a lay minister and a 
lector reader.  
 
I respect other beliefs and cultures, have attended services in other faiths, and have 
attended and participate in Hawaiian cultural events & practices whenever I’m able.   
 
I have kanaka maoli relatives by marriage who call me “cousin”, as well as many local 
people I consider my hanai `ohana. 
 
On approximately April 14, 2015 I joined other protectors of Mauna A Wakea at Hale  
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Pohaku in anticipation of resumption of work for the Thirty Meter Telescope project.  I  
stayed most nights on the Mauna until approximately June 28, 2015.  I began to 
document activities on the Mauna with my cell phone and shared on social media almost 
daily.  I began a routine of regular site visits with others on Monday mornings to the 
location of the TMT Access Road to monitor any activity for which we may have been 
unaware of during the previous week.  As security guards were always on duty at the top 
of the TMT Access Road preventing access to walk on the portion of the road which 
appeared to have been already ripped & graded, we would hike beyond the construction 
zone delineated by stanchions & wire over difficult terrain of both a`a & pahoehoe types 
of lava in order to view the equipment which had remained there from the initial attempts 
to create the road.  There were two excavators & two bulldozers on the new TMT Access 
Road, and I was able to photograph each of these pieces of machinery with evidence of 
some type of dark, apparently liquid substance leaking from each of them.  In addition, 
there was a large truck with a trailer type of rig on the Mauna Kea road from which the 
TMT Access Road began which had 2 very large “oil leaks” nearby.  It is unknown what 
type of liquid was leaking from the equipment, whether it was some type of motor oil, 
transmission oil, or some other oil or fuel used in heavy machinery, I refer to them as “oil 
leaks”.  There were no mitigation measures visible.  The four machines on the TMT 
Access Road each had some type of absorbent pad, or pads, held down with loose rocks, 
which to me would be best described as looking like training pads for puppies, or 
incontinence pads used on beds for medical patients.  On at least one bulldozer, the pad 
had been blown loose to the point that it was no longer effective in catching the oil, 
which then leaked onto the ground.  One at least one bulldozer there were pads above the 
‘tractor’ treads as well as below, indicating that the volume of leakage was more than 
what the upper pad could absorb, so an additional pad was required below.  Under one of 
the excavators was some type of rectangular yellow tray which appeared to me to be 
similar to what may be used to drain oil into from an automobile during a regular oil 
change but on a larger scale.   
 
At a BLNR hearing on the TMT in Honolulu on June 12, 2015 I was informed by way of  
a Facebook message that my photographs had been shown, and the members of the  
BLNR were very interested in them.  A new reporter from television station KHON was 
at the hearing and requested more photographs, which I provided to them, which were 
then aired that evening on their news station in a story about the machinery leaking oil. 
 
During a subsequent visit to the TMT Access Road I discovered that the 2 large oil spills 
on the Mauna Kea road on which the tractor-trailer rig was parked had been disturbed in 
a manner that appeared that somebody had kicked rocks & dirt over them and attempted 
to scrape the darker soil away, or perhaps scatter it.  No other mitigation measures were 
seen. 
 
During a discussion with my cousin here on the island I was advised about “Best 
Management Practices” which require drip-control measures to be used by her employer,   
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J. W. Glover, during work on Highway 11 near Hakalau.  I visited this location and took  
photographs and discussed the procedures with Glover employees at the site.  Any 
equipment not in use must be parked on 2 different types of materials layered on top of 
each other to prevent any viscous fluids from being allowed to be leaked into the 
environment.  This is NOT being used at Mauna A Wakea, which results in fluids being 
allowed to drip onto & into the soil.  
 
I have provided copies of the photographs which show machinery with leaks on the 
Mauna Kea Road, to Cindy Freitas, a petitioner to the Contested Case Hearing regarding 
the application for a Conservation District Use Application. 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
Nanci Munroe 
kahaluunanci@yahoo.com 
808-223-3359 
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