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{Inclosure 3 in No. 8.]
Queen’s ministers to Mr, Blount. .

: How~ovruru, May 81, 1893,
Hon. J. H. BLOUNT,
Special Commissioner of the United States to Hawaii :

SIR: On Friday afternoon, January 13, about 2 o’clock, we, Samuel Parker, W, H,
Cornwell, J. F. Colburn, and A. P, Peterson were called by Her Majesty to the palace
and asked to accept positions in & new cabinet, the Wilcox cabinet having tendered
their resignations the day previous. We accepted and were handed our commissions,
and took the oath of office before Chief Justice Judd in the blue room. It was then
thought advisable that the announcement be made to the Legislature,which was ac-
cordingly done, after which the cabinet went again to the palace to consult with
Her Majesty as to what bills, having passed the Legislature, should be signed by her.
Her Majesty asked the advice of the cabinet as to whether she should sign the lot-
tery bill, the opium bill, and the registration act, which laws were then before her.
At the same time she expressed a desire to satisfy her lady friends by vetoing the
opium bill, and also expressed doubts as to the advisability of signing the registra-
tion act. The cabinet advised that as a majority of the Legislature and the mass of
the people were in favor of the lottery and opium bills it was the dnty of tho Sov-
oroign to sign them, and also that as the registration act was deemed impuortant {o
the planting interests, although opposed very strenuously by a large number of
people, it would be advisable to sign that also, as no bill of importance had been
vetoed during the session and it was not advisable to do so.

The next day, Saturday, the Legislature met at the usual hour and transacted the
business which remained, and adjourned until 12 o’clock the same day for prorogation.
Both at the morning session an& at the ceremonies attending the prorogation the
members of the Reform party in the Legislature, to a man, were conspicuous by their
absence, although occasionally one of their number would show himself and then
report (Froceedings down town. Immediately after the ceremoniesthe cabinet were
notified that the foreign representatives desired to meet them, and accordingly a
meeting was held in the foreign office, all of the foreign representatives being pres-
ent. Mr. Wodehouse, the English commissioner, stated that they were informed
that Her Majesty intended to promulgate a new constitution upon that day, and
asked what tho cabinet intended to do about the matter, if this proved correct. Mr.
Parker replied for the cabinet, and stated that he had heard of the matter and thay
the cabinet had decided to advise Her Majesty against such a course.

This reply was satisfactory to all the representatives except to Mr, Stevens, the
American minister, who became excited, and dropping the subject under discussion,

ounded his cane upon the floor and stated in a loud voice that the United States

ad been insulted, and that the passage of the lottery bill was a direct attack upon
his Government. "The other representatives tried to change the subject, and, finally
succeeding, the meeting broke up after several of them had disclaimed any appro-
bation of Mr. Stevens’s remarks. The cabinet then went to the palace and. met the
Queen in the blue room, where she stated that at the desire of a large number of
her subjects she wished to promulgate a new constitution. The cabinet then spoke
of the mecting just held with the foreign representatives and advised Her Majesty
not to doit, as they considered the time inopportune and the action inadvisable. The
Queen, after considerable hesitation, finally yielded to the advice of her ministers,
and 8o notified .the people who were assembled in the palace and throughout the
grounds. Early Sunday morning the cabinet mbt at Mr. Cornwell’s residence to cou.-
sider the situation. Mr. W. M. Giffard, manager of W. G. Irwin & Co., and of Mr.
Spreckels’s business in Honolulu at that time, notified them that it had been agreed
between their bank and the bank of Bishop & Co. that they would render such
financial assistance as the Governmenit might need.

It was also reported by Mr. Colburn and Mr. Peterson that an organization known
as the ‘‘ Committee of Safety” had been formed the night before at the house of Mr.
L. A. Thurston, and had made overtures to them as members of the cabinet to assist
them in dethroning the Queen. That they intended to go ahead and that Mr.
Stevens assistance, together with that of his Government, had been guaranteed them.
This statement was from Mr. Thurston himself. It was finally decided to ask a
number of the most influential merchants and citizens to meet the cabinet and dis-
cuss the situation. The meeting was set for 1 o’clock in the afternoon, and in the
meantime the cabinet repaired to the station house to consult with the marshal as
to the best means of keeping the peace. Everthing was found to be in readiness for
any disturbance that might arise. At the appointed time the cabinet met in the
foreign office with Mr, W, M. Giffard, representing Claus Spreckels; Mr. S. M. Damon
representing Bishop & Co.; Mr. J. O. Carter, representing C. Brewer & Co.; Mr. 8.
C. Allen, representing Allen & Robinson and the Robinson estate; Mr. F. A, Schaefer,
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although I am an American citizen, to a large contingent of the foreign residents
Liere.

The Qucen’s attempt to give a new constitution is not the only reason which is
given by the insurgents as an excuse for the revolution. The passage of the lottery
bill and the opium license bill has also been used both by Mr. Stevens and the insur-
gents as extenuating circumstances. I opposed and voted against the lottery bill,
although it was a measure of my party, because I do mot believe in the principle of
such a law. But the measure was favored and supported by nearly all the Americans
in Honolulu, the very men who revelted and who now claim that the lottery was
the cause of the revolution. .

On the day of the prorogation of the Legislature Minister Stevens returned to town,
after a visit to Hawaii, too late to be present at the ceremony of the prorogation,
but he called at the Government building where he saw Minister Parker and myself.
After having made his excuses for not attending the prorogation he asked if the
Queen had signed the lottery Dbill. Answered in the affimative, he became very
excited, and striking the table with his clenched fist he exclaimed, over and over
again: ‘““Gentlemen, this is a direct atltack on the United States Government.” I
told him that the Queen had signed the-bill because the measire scemed to be the
wish of the people, and that the petitions favoring the bill fromn Honolulu contained
a large number of names of prominent and responsible men, and although I was
personally opposed to the bill I did not consider it justifiable for the cabinet fo advise
the Queen to veto it.

The opium license act I consider a wise measure, and as an employer of a large
number of men I claim that the regularsalo of opium is of greater advantage to all
clagses than the prohibition of it, which no government can enforce owing to the
facility for smuggling offered by the large territory of coast on the islands. The
opium license law was passed not alone as a revenue measure, but for the purpose
of checking the wholesale corruption which the smuggling of the drug carried
with it, and was, if anything, a measure in favor of the morality of the country
rather than a measure of corruption. The bill was supported by many of the lead-
ing men in the present Government and also by many planters, irrespective of polit-
ical sentiments or party. i

In concluding this statement I wish to call attention to the fact that Minister J.
L. Stevens, in one of his official dispatches to Secretary Foster, now published,
has expressed himself to the effect that I am entertaining feelings of hostility and
enmity towards him. I am not aware of ever having given Mr. Stevens any reason
for making such an assertion, which is utterly without foundation, and I only call
the attention to the matter to avoid a possible impression that anything which I
have here stated should be construed as biased or influenced by any private motives
or the result of any alleged unfriendly relations with the American minister.

‘WM. H. CORNWELL.

[Inclosure 6 in No. 3.]

Ay, Colburn to Mr. Blount.

HonNoLuru, dpril 15, 1893.

Sir: As a member of Her Majesty Lilinokalani’s cabinet that was deposed with
her by a handful of citizens backed by the troops of the good ship Boston of the U.
S. Navy, I called on you on the avenin% of Saturday, April 8, and paid my respects
to you. You received me kindly, and during our conversation you asked me to pre-
pare for you a statcmont of the facts connected with the Hawaiian revolution and
all that was incident to it, and other important matters in re Hawaii, from my own
knowledge and observation. ‘

In response to your request I submit to you the following, trusting that it may be
of value to you in summing up your conclusionsin all that has happened, and the
position of Queen Liliuokalani and the Hawaiian people.

In opening up my statement, I desire first to introduce myself thoroughly to you,
so that you will recognize at once that [ propose to take the responsibility of all
that I write, and will produce to the extent of my ability, all such evidence as you
may require, to corroborate what I write should you seo desiroit.

My name in full is Jobhn Francis Colburn. I was born on the 30th day of Septem-
ber, 1859; my father was an American and my mother a Hawaiian. My father died
when I was but 2 years of age, and I, with my brother and sister, was brought up
by my mother, who labored and toiled for our support with a sowing machine. I
have received the whole of my education right here and have never traveled furthor
than beyond San Francisco, Cal., when my presonce was called there on husiness,
and I made four different $rips to that large city. At the age of 16 years 1 entered
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