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DAR #AR6962-amel

MEMORANDUM
TO: Brian J. Neilson
DAR Administrator
FROM: Heather Ylitalo-Ward , Aquatic Biologist

McKenna Allen, Kendall Tucker

Kaua'i Island Utility Cooperative Habitat Conservation Plan - Draft
SUBJECT: Environmental Impact Statement

Request Submitted by;ThKeLua'i Islandi Ut)i(lity Coopierative (KILLJJ(iZ)
e fulrgeographic extentof the isfand of Kavat——————————__

Location of Project:

Brief Description of Project:

KIUC is applying for an incidental take license (ITL) under HRS Chapter 195D and an
incidental take permit (ITP) under Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act. The ITL and
ITP would authorize the incidental take of federally- and state-listed seabirds, waterbirds,
and honu (green sea turtle). The Draft EIS evaluates issuance of an ITL and ITP
authorizing the incidental take of the Covered Species from the Covered Activities
(including implementation of the HCP conservation strategy) over a 50-year permit term.
This Draft EIS has been prepared to meet both state (HRS Chapter 343) and federal
(National Environmental Policy Act) environmental review requirements.

Comments:
O No Comments @ Comments Attached

Thank you for providing DAR the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed project. Should
there be any changes to the project plan, DAR requests the opportunity to review and comment on those

changes.
© 10/20/2025

Comments Approved: Date
Brian J. Neilson
DAR Administrator


https://stateofhawaii.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAA9AkA8wxOuc94U63RHtwjaYn-r-h9Qjc2

DAR# ARG6962-ame

Comments

Thank you for providing DAR with the opportunity to review this Draft EIS. This Draft
EIS has been compiled in cooperation with DLNR. We appreciate if KIUC would
continue to communicate with DAR when issues come up surrounding interactions with
sea turtles, whether they are honu (green sea turtle) or honu‘ea (hawksbill sea turtles).
Honu‘ea is not currently listed in the HCP documentation. DAR requests that KIUC
include honu‘ea in the document since sightings of honu‘ea have been confirmed in the
project area in the past. The same guidelines recommended for the honu would be
applicable to the honu‘ea as well.

Additionally, please contact DAR if ‘llio-holo-ikauaua (Hawaiian monk seal) are
encountered within 150ft of any activity being conducted by KIUC.
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