
State of Hawaii 
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Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

January 11, 2019 

Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

REQUEST TO OPEN THE FOLLOWINGE EXISTING MAIN HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 

BOTTOMFISH RESTRICTED FISHING AREAS (BFRA): BRFA C (POIPU, KAUAI, 
BRFA F (PENGUIN BANKS), BRFA J (HANA, MAUI) AND BRFA L (LELEIWI, 
HAWAII ISLAND), AND REQUEST TO DELEGATE TO THE CHAIRPERSON THE 
AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT THE DECISION. 

Submitted for your review and approval is a request to open four of the twelve 
Bottomfish Restricted Fishing Areas (BRFAs) in the Main Hawaiian Islands. BRFAs 
were originally established in 1998 to provide refuges for the deep-7 bottomfish species 
following a federal stock assessment that suggested certain species were in danger of 
being overfished. A more recent stock assessment (2018) using improved methodologies 
determined that the deep-7 bottomfish complex is not experiencing overfishing. The 
network of BRFAs is just one of many regulations that are currently applied to manage 
this fishery. The other regulations include bottomfish vessel registration, expedited catch 
reporting, expedited dealer reporting, gear restrictions, commercial size limits, non­
commercial bag limits, and an Annual Catch Limit (ACL). 

Closed areas allow fish to grow in size and age for exponentially greater reproductivity, 
allowing population recovery in the closed areas and in adjacent areas. The Division of 
Aquatic Resources (DAR) believes that due to bottomfish recovery, better data, and 
decreased commercial pressure, opening four of the BRFAs to fishing is not likely, at this 
time,to adversely affect the sustainability of deep-7 bottomfish populations, and would 
benefit local bottomfishers. DAR recommends opening four BRFAs while carefully 
monitoring fishing effort and catch in those newly opened areas. This conservative 
approach would ensure continued protection of significant portions of bottomfish habitat 
while allowing DAR to gather more information about the influence of fishing on 
bottomfish stocks over time. 

Joint State and Federal Management of Bottomfish 
Because the Main Hawaiian Islands deep-7 bottomfish fishery exists in both state and 
federal waters, it is currently managed under a cooperative, joint state and federal 
approach. The State gathers commercial bottomfish fishing data from state licensed 
commercial fishers and registered commercial marine dealers, and then shares these data 
with the National Marine Fisheries Service, Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center 
(PIFSC), for its analysis. The Science and Statistical Committee (SSC) of the Western 
Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council (WPRFMC) also reviews these data and 
the analysis conducted by PIFSC, then provides recommendations to WPRFMC. 
WPRFMC takes the SSC recommendations into consideration to determine the ACL as 
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