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Chairperson and Members

Board of Land and Natural Resources
530 S. King Street, Room 202
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96813

Dear Chairperson and Members:

Subject: Item L-1, Act 40, 2019 Session Laws of Hawaii, Relating to Capital Improvement
Projects (LNR141 — Water and Land Development, ltem #17 Kunia Wells)

Honolulu Board of Water Supply (BWS) supports Act 40, 2019 Session Laws of Hawaii
(SLH), which provides an appropriation to the Department of Land and Natural
Resources for the design and construction of a Kunia Wells IV Exploratory Well to meet
future potable water requirements for diversified agriculture.

The Honolulu Board of Water Supply (BWS) respectfully requests consideration of an
appropriation of $1,000,000 in general obligation bond funds to the Department of Land
and Natural Resources (DLNR) for the design and construction of one of four
exploratory water wells for the proposed BWS Kunia Wells IV pump station to meet
future potable water requirements for diversified agriculture served by the BWS
municipal water system.

The appropriated funds to the DLNR (LNR141) for the BWS will be used as a capital
improvement project to help offset some of the capacity impact fees for new farmers to
support the agricultural industry on Oahu. The BWS is prepared to pass the benefits of
these appropriated funds to farmers throughout the municipal water system in the form
of affordable water system impact fees for new or larger water meters to support the
agriculture industry on Oahu.

Due to new federal Food Safety Modernization Act rules, farmers informed the
legislature they will need greater access to irrigation and potable water; the latter is
required for crop washing of leafy vegetable crops. In several areas of Oahu, access to
the BWS municipal system is the only source of potable irrigation supply.

The BWS supports local farmers for jobs, availability of local produce and food security
and strongly encourages water conservation for all agricultural customers. The
attached presentation describes our strategies for affordable water for farmers.
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Thank you for your consideration of our comments in support of ltem L. 1 - Act 40 (2019
SLH).

Very Truly Yours,

ERNEST Y%éu, P.E.

Manager and Chief Engineer

Attachment




FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

KUNIA WELLS IV EXPLORATORY WELLS PROJECT

‘Ewa, O‘ahu, Hawai‘i

Board of Water Supply
City and County of Honolulu

August 2019

ITEM L-1
01-22-2021
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