
STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819

February 12, 2021 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: Request for Authorization to Enter into a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) Between the United States Coast Guard Sector Honolulu (USCG) 
and the State Hawai`i, Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR) outlining each agency’s role in enforcing rules and regulations of 
vessel operation, marine search and rescue and other areas of joint 
jurisdiction.  Delegate authority to the Chairperson to enter into future 
MOA’s with the USCG regarding the Federal/State Recreational Boating 
Safety Cooperative Agreement. 

REMARKS:

The task of managing Hawaii State waters surrounding the islands is diverse and intricate.  It 
requires a partnership between many agencies, but there are two primary agencies with mandates 
to enforce rules of vessel operation and make the ocean waters safer, the USCG and DLNR.  These 
are just some of the diverse but related duties they perform and where their operations overlap: 

The USCG and DLNR share the responsibility of inspecting recreational vessels for 
appropriate safety gear and other carriage requirements;  
The USCG investigates accidents involving commercial vessel while DLNR investigates 
accidents involving recreational vessels.  In rare instances, the reverse is true; 
Both agencies review marine event permit applications and are responsible for allocating 
assets to ensure safety of marine events attracting a large number of vessels, like regattas 
and canoe races; 
Both agencies may be tasked with responding to MAYDAY calls from ships in distress 
and may be called upon to conduct search and rescue operations; 
DLNR, through its Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation, allows the USCG to occupy 
space in recreational harbors to improve compliance with safety regulations among boaters 
and to make our waters safer for recreational and commercial vessels; 
Both the USCG and DLNR maintain Aids to Navigation (channel markers in the approach 
to harbors and landings).  
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It stands to reason that there should exist a Memorandum of Agreement between the two agencies 
that outlines the obligations and duties of each agency, especially in areas of overlapping 
jurisdiction.  A clear and concise MOA provides the guidance needed so both agencies may operate 
jointly and independently in harmony.  This MOA is also a requirement of the Federal Recreational 
Boating Safety Grant that is used to pay for positions, a vessel registration program, aides to 
navigation, boating education outreach and training, boating accident reporting, and permitting 
marine events. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board of Land and Natural Resources approve the following:

1. Authorize the Chairperson to enter into a MOA between the United States Coast Guard 
and DLNR outlining each agency’s role in enforcing rules and regulations of vessel 
operation, marine search and rescue and other areas of joint jurisdiction. 

2. Authorize the Chairperson to enter into future MOA’s with the United States Coast Guard 
regarding the Federal/State Recreational Boating Safety Cooperative Agreement. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      EDWARD R. UNDERWOOD, Administrator 
      Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL: 
 
 
____________________________ 
SUZANNE D. CASE, Chairperson 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
 
 
 
Attachments:  

A. USCG Cooperative Agreement 






















