
ITEM K-1  

STATE OF HAWAI`I 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION AND COASTAL LANDS    

Honolulu, Hawai`i 
 

March 11, 2022 
 

  
Board of Land and  
Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 
 
REGARDING: Extension Request MA-22-05, Second time extension request for Conservation 

District Use Permit (CDUP) MA-3779 regarding the PLANETS Telescope Facility 
at Haleakalā Observatories  

PERMITTEE: University of Hawaiʻi, Institute of Astronomy  

LOCATION: Haleakalā High Altitude Observatories Site (HO) at Puʻu Kolekole, Papaʻanui,  

 Honuaʻula, Makawao, Maui  

TMK:  (2) 2-2-007:008 

AREA OF USE: 18.166 acres (HO)/ 0.86 acres (area of use)   

SUBZONE: General  

 

BACKGROUND 

On February 24, 2017, the Board of Land and Natural Resources approved Conservation District 
Use Permit (CDUP) MA-3779 for the Polarized Light from Atmosphere of Nearby Extra-Terrestrial 
Systems (PLANETS) facility at the Haleakalā High Altitude Observatory Site (HO) to the University 
of Hawaiʻi, Institute of Astronomy.  This permit is to construct a new astronomy facility, PLANETS, 
by renovating an existing 1,620 square-foot building at the Haleakalā High Observatory Site.  
Parcel location is shown on Exhibit 1. 

Proposed alterations include removal of a section of the existing flat roof and replacing it with a 
roll-off enclosure 6.46 feet tall to house the telescope. Other exterior work includes the 
installation of the roll-off steel frame (requiring excavation of column footings on an existing 
concrete slab) and installation of a roll-top door on the south side of the structure.  Interior 
modifications include the removal of interior walls and the construction of the telescope pedestal 
and foundation.  This results in an increase of 3,966 cubic feet to the existing building volume.  

As a condition of the permit, work was to be initiated within one year (February 24, 2018) and 
completed within three years (February 24, 2020). A first-time extension for a two-year start date 
of CDUP MA-3779, Extension Request MA 18-10, was granted.  This time extension amended the 
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CDUP to read that the work must be initiated before February 24, 2020 and be completed by 
February 24, 2022 (see Exhibit 2). 

 

FIRST TIME EXTENSION REQUEST 

In January 2018 the permittee notified the Department that they were experiencing a delay in 
obtaining a county building permit. Therefore, the permittee requested a two-year time extension 
to start construction of the PLANETS project.  The Department had no objections to the request, 
and the Chair of the Board of Land and Natural Resources approved a two-year extension to the 
construction deadlines pursuant to Hawai`i Administrative Rules (HAR) § 13-5-43 Time Extensions 
(a) Permittees may request time extensions for the purpose of extending the period of time to 
comply with the conditions of a permit, and (b) Time extensions may be granted as determined by 
the chairperson on all departmental permits and on the first request for extension of a board 
permit of up to two years to initiate or complete a project, based on supportive documentation 
from the applicant. 

The permit was amended to read that the work must be initiated before February 24, 2020 and 
be completed by February 24, 2022.  The permittee was notified that further extensions would 
require approval by the full Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

SECOND TIME EXTENSION REQUEST 

In December 2021 the permittee contacted the OCCL and reported difficulties in completing the 
PLANETS project.  The permittee reported that the original project phasing turned out to be 
unfeasible based on unanticipated challenges and complexities with both the telescope structure 
and the building modifications, and subsequently the impacts of the pandemic.  

The permittee requests a four-year time extension to complete the PLANETS project. This request 
takes into account mounting supply chain delays and possible difficulty in finding suitable labor 
for construction work.   

The permittee’s request for an extension is attached as Exhibit 3. 

 

BASIS AND AUTHORITY FOR GRANTING TIME EXTENSIONS 

A time extension may be sought when a permittee is unable to initiate or complete a project 
within the stipulated time frame.   The Board grants time extensions when a permittee 
demonstrates some sort of hardship or delay in initiating work on a particular project.  The 
permittee should be able to demonstrate that the hardship or delay was not self-imposed and 
that a good faith effort had been made to undertake the project. 

The authority for the granting of time extensions is provided in §13-5-43, Hawaii Administrative 
Rules (HAR), which allows for a permittee to request time extensions for the purpose of extending 
the period of time to comply with the conditions of a permit. 

The relevant sections are §13-5-43:  

(a) Permittees may request time extensions for the purpose of extending the period of time to 
comply with the conditions of a permit; and   
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(c)  Time extensions may be granted by the board upon the second or subsequent request for 
a time extension on a board permit, based on supportive documentation from the applicant.   

 

DISCUSSION 

As the Board has the authority to grant or deny time extension requests, the OCCL is forwarding 
the permittee’s request for review.  The extension request was submitted in a timely manner 
pursuant to HAR §13-5-43. 

In general, OCCL discourages multiple extensions on permits.  However, in this case we note that 
the delays have been caused by unforeseen events: COVD-19 pandemic; new telescope design; 
and asbestos found during early building renovations.   

Given this, OCCL recommends that the Board grant the permittee a second time extension. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the above, OCCL recommends that the Board of Land and Natural Resources approve 
the request for a completion extension deadline of CDUP MA-3779 for the PLANETS Telescope 
Facility at Haleakalā Observatories at the Haleakalā High Altitude Observatories Site (HO) at Puʻu 
Kolekole, Papaʻanui, Honuaʻula, Makawao, Maui, TMK (2) 2-2-007:008.  The new deadline for 
completing the project will be February 24, 2026. 

 

      
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
      Rachel Beasley 
      Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands 
 
 
 
Approved for submittal: 
 
______________________________ 
Suzanne D. Case, Chairperson 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
 
 
 
Administrator review: 
 
______________________________ 
Michael Cain, Acting Administrator 
Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands 
 

https://stateofhawaii.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAA1M1o_o32ZD08bphIXpbRKLxCsfkLKaHz
https://stateofhawaii.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAA1M1o_o32ZD08bphIXpbRKLxCsfkLKaHz
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