


April 10, 2022 
 
Suzanne D. Case  
Chairperson Board of Land and Natural Resources  
Commission on Water Resource Management 
P.O. Box 621 Honolulu 
Hawai‘i 96809 
 
Re: April 22, 2022 BLNR Board Meeting Agenda Item E-1: Hawai‘i Nature Center Lease 
 
Dear Chairperson Case, 
 

I am writing to express support for the Hawai‘i Nature Center (HNC) and their request for an 
extension on their lease at their current location on State Park’s property in Makiki Valley, O‘ahu. Since 
1981 HNC has connected kids and adults to nature with School Programs, week long Nature Adventure 
Camps during school intersessions and Weekend Programs.  
 

I have been an elementary teacher for almost 30 years, and I’ve taught 2nd and 3rd graders for the last 
20 years at Kapalama School and Mililani Uka Elementary. Each year I/we are excited to take our 
students on a Hawaii Nature Center Field Trip: Grade 2-Cycles in Nature which is hosted right at the 
Makiki Height’s property and Grade 3-Discover the Wetlands. These programs are tied to state science 
standards. For example, Grade 3-Discover the Wetlands supports that: Plants and animals that are 
dispersed to Hawaii naturally are native. Some of these native species evolved to become unique and are 
endemic. Plants and animals in the wetland have undergone adaptations (physical and behavioral traits) 
that help them survive in their environment. Plant and animal species especially endemic ones are 
vulnerable to predation by introduced species, environmental changes, habitat loss. The interaction of the 
plants and animals of the wetland create a complex and interdependent food web. These field trips are the 
highlight of the school year! 

 
Unfortunately, with the Pandemic negatively impacting our community and limiting contact, our 

students were not able to experience these rich hands on activities the last 2-3 years. But, I am pleased to 
say, 2 weeks ago, Our 3rd graders at Mililani Uka Elementary, were able to once again, participate in the 
3rd grade wetland program. The students could not wait to be outdoors with their peers! They were led by 
Hawaii Nature Center Docents to explore the wetlands: Do a walkabout to find insects in a real wildlife 
refuge, muck in the mud to fish for native opae and oopu, and bird watch to see the endemic Alae Ula, 
Alae Keokeo, Koloa, and Aeo. The students learn that native wetland, marshes protect our community 
from tidal surges and storms, they naturally filter water, and are habitats for native species. Students see 
the need to conserve Hawai’i’s natural resources and Kokua our Aina. They are inspired and empowered 
to do their part as educated citizens. 

 
 I appreciate the consideration for this request and view the Hawai‘i Nature Center as an important 

entity to connect kids to nature, prepare them to be future leaders and environmental stewards.   
Our students rarely get to explore Hawai’i’s native forests and wetlands. The general public would never 
be able to safely access some of these areas. It is only through the continued cooperation of the State 
Department of Land and Natural Resources and the Hawai’i Nature Center that we can continue to 
provide these invaluable experiences for our keiki.   
 
Sincerely, 
Rhonda Masuda 
Grade 3 Teacher  
Mililani Uka Elementary 









April 11. 2022

Suzanne D. Case
Chairperson Board of Land and Natural Resources
Commission on Water Resource Management
P.O. Box 621 Honolulu
Hawai’i 96809

Re: April 22, 2022 BLNR Board Meeting Agenda Item E-1: Hawai’i Nature Center Lease

Dear Chairperson Case,

We are writing to express support for the Hawaii Nature Center (HNC) and their request for an extended
lease at their current location on State Park’s property in Makiki Valley. Oahu. Since 1981 HNC has
connected kids and adults to nature with School Programs, week long Nature Adventure Camps during
school intersessions and Weekend Programs.

In November 2020, Patrick accepted a position as an executive of Bank of 1—lawai’i and we moved our
family to Honolulu, which coincided with the state’s emergency response to the pandemic. In order to
smooth the transition mid-school year, we decided to continue remote schooling with our home state’s
virtual school program for our daughters, Katie (9 years old) and Keira (5 years old). With most of the
state in a closed or restrictive status, we had very little opportunity for the girls to acclimate to their new
home. At the time, HNC had created a homeschooling program, which provided our girls twice a week
the opportunity to immerse themselves in nature, learn about native plant and animal species and make
lasting connections with friends. This was truly a pivotal educational and developmentally critical
experience for our girls.

We enrolled the girls in the homeschooling program from February 2021 through May 2021, continued
with the summer Nature Adventure Camp from May 2021 through July 202 1. the afterschool program in
the fall 2021 and finally, spring Nature Adventure Camp in March 2022. By taking advantage of the
quality programming at HNC, our children now have specific knowledge of the incredible ecosystems
and biodiversity of their new home. My oldest daughter can rattle off the Hawaiian names and behavioral
facts of many of the bird and fish species we encounter on a daily basis. My youngest child recently told
me how important it was to reduce garbage so that it does not go into landfills and harm the plants and
animals that depend on a clean and healthy environment.

We are proud to support the consistent high level of programming offered to the community by HNC’s
Makiki Heights location. We feel that the programming not only continues the strong traditions of the
past 50 years but is also a source of innovative educational programming that is both culturally and
environmentally specific. Most importantly, we hope that the extended lease can allow the I-INC staff to
continue to be responsive and passionate about their purpose in the community. We appreciate the
consideration of this request and view the Hawaii Nature Center as an important entity to connect kids to
nature, prepare them to be future leaders and environmental stewards.

Kind regards,

Patrick and Kyeng McGuirk
2314 Maile Way
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822
(917) 403-6803
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