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CHARACTER OF USE: 

Access purpose 

COMMENCEMENT DATE: 

To be determined by the Chairperson 

MONTHLY RENTAL: 

Gratis. Government agency. 

CHAPTER 343 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 

In accordance with Hawaii Administrative Rules ("HAR") § 11-200.1-15 and -16 and the 
Exemption List for the Department of Land and Natural Resources reviewed and concurred on by 
the Environmental Council on November 10, 2020, Staff believes the subject request is exempt 
from the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to the following: 

General Exemption Type 1: Operations, repairs or maintenance of existing 
structures, facilities, equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or 
no expansion or change of use beyond that previously existing 

Part 1, Item 44: Permits, licenses, registrations, and rights-of-entry issued by the 
Department that are routine in nature, involving negligible impacts beyond that 
previously existing. 

The subject request is an administrative action that allows access for the Applicant’s contractor for 
the construction of a monitoring well at the back of the subject State land. The project has also 
previously been exempted by the Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) who thoroughly 
considered impacts from the construction of the monitoring well as well as associated staging area. 
Pursuant to the DOT Exemption Notice (Exhibit B1), impacts associated with project are 
anticipated to minimal and further environmental analysis is not warranted. 

Regarding the Applicants request to use of the baseyard as ingress and egress for the DOT site, 
ground is anticipated to be minimal and any disturbance would be due to movement of large 
vehicles and equipment through the site. The Applicant will be required to restore the site at the 
completion of the project. No construction or any form of installation activities are planned within 
the baseyard property.  

Therefore, staff believes the subject request will have minimal or no significant effects and thus 
should be declared exempt from the preparation of an EA (Exhibit B2).  

Staff consulted with the DOT and DAB who concurred with the exemption. 
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DCCA VERIFICATION: 

Government agency.  Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND: 

By its letter dated July 18, 2025 (Exhibit C), the Navy, through its Naval Facilities 
Engineering System Command in Hawaii, requests access rights over a portion of State 
land currently used as the baseyard for the Department’s land maintenance crew in Halawa, 
underneath H-3 Freeway. 

As part of the environmental investigations of Red Hill groundwater monitoring related to 
the 2021 fuel release at the Red Hill underground tank farm, the Navy plans to construct, 
install, and maintain a monitoring well at the back of the baseyard.  The proposed area for 
the well is under jurisdiction of the State DOT. 

To facilitate the construction activities, an access through the baseyard would provide the 
most direct route to the site. Map attached in Exhibit C shows the relative locations of the 
access route and the proposed well site. 

Staff received concurrence, via emails, from DOT and the DAB on the request. 

Upon completion of construction, the Navy or its contractor will communicate with the 
responsible parties for any access arrangement for monitoring the well site. 

Applicant has not had a lease, permit, easement, or other disposition of State lands 
terminated within the past five years due to non-compliance with such terms and 
conditions.  There are no other pertinent issues or concerns regarding the subject request. 

PUBLIC LAND TRUST ANALYSIS FOR CEDED LAND DISPOSITIONS: 

Pursuant to Section 5(f) of Admission Act, ceded lands shall be held by said State as a 
public trust “…for the support of the public schools and other public educational 
institutions, for the betterment of the conditions of native Hawaiians, as defined in the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920, as amended, for the development of farm and 
home ownership on as widespread a basis as possible for the making of public 
improvements, and for the provision of lands for public use”. 

The Navy is planning to construct a monitor well near the requested site which is related 
to the 2021 fuel release at the Red Hill underground tank farm. To ensure the timely 
completion of the construction activities, Navy requests the use of the subject area for 
access to the construction site. 

There is no monetary compensation payable by the applicant. Therefore, the typical 20% 
share of any revenue by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs is a moot issue.  
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Staff believes that the public interest will be served by allowing the request. Therefore, 
staff would recommend the Board authorize the subject request as articulated in the 
Recommendation section.     

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board: 

1. Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed disposition as 
provided by Chapter 343, HRS, and section 11-200.1-16, HAR, this project will 
probably have minimal or no significant effect on the environment and is therefore 
exempt from the preparation of an environmental assessment as a de minimis activity. 

2. Authorize the issuance of a right-of-entry permit to the Department of the Navy 
covering the subject area for access purposes under the terms and conditions cited 
above, which are by this reference incorporated herein and further subject to the 
following: 

A. The standard terms and conditions of the most current revocable permit form, 
as may be amended from time to time; 

B. Applicant shall provide security on nights and weekends during construction; 
and 

C. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the Chairperson to 
best serve the interests of the State. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Barry Cheung 
District Land Agent 

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL: 

____________________________ 
Dawn N. S. Chang, Chairperson 
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EXHIBIT A1 

TMK (1) 9-9-010: portion of 058 
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TMK (1) 9-9-010: portion of 058 

DLNR Baseyard 

EXHIBIT A2 
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EXEMPTION NOTIFICATION 

Regarding the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to Chapter 343, HRS and 
Chapter 11-200.1, HAR. 

Issuance of Right-of-Entry to the Department of the Navy for Access Purpose 
onto State Lands located in Halawa, Ewa, Oahu 

Project: Issuance of right-of-entry permit onto State lands for access purpose. 

Location: State Lands in Halawa, Ewa, Oahu, Tax Map Key: (1) 9-9-010: portion of 
058 

Description: Issuance of an ROE to allow the access for the Department of the Navy and 
its contractor to construct a monitoring well at the back of the baseyard. 

The proposed monitoring well is part of the environmental investigations of 
the Red Hill groundwater monitoring related to the 2021 fuel release at the 
Red Hill underground tank farm. 

Chap. 343 Trigger(s): Use of State Lands 

Exemption Class No.:  In accordance with Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) 11-200.1-15 and 
-16 and the Exemption List for the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources reviewed and concurred on by the Environmental Council on 
November 10, 2020, the subject request is exempt from the preparation of 
an environmental assessment pursuant to: 

General Exemption Type 1: Operations, repairs or maintenance of existing 
structures, facilities, equipment, or topographical features, involving 
negligible or no expansion or change of use beyond that previously existing 

Part 1, Item 44: Permits, licenses, registrations, and rights-of-entry 
issued by the Department that are routine in nature, involving 
negligible impacts beyond that previously existing. 

Cumulative Impact of 
Planned Successive   
Action in Same Place 
Significant?: No. The temporary use of the unencumbered land is for access to the 

construction site for the monitoring well in connection with the 
environmental investigation of the 2021 fuel release at Red Hill incident. 
Any disturbance of the ground by exercising access right under subject 
request is anticipated to be minimal as no construction or any form of 
installation activities are planned. 

EXHIBIT B2 
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Particularly Sensitive 
Environment?: In the past, permits were issued for similar types of use, which have 

resulted in no known significant adverse impacts to the natural and 
cultural resources in the area.   

The proposed action is for ingress and egress across an already developed 
site that has been previously disturbed. Minimal ground disturbance is 
anticipated due to large equipment being driven over landscaped areas (i.e. 
grass), however, the sight will be restored to existing conditions once 
construction activities have been completed. 

Analysis: Staff consulted with the Department of Transportation (DOT) and 
Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity (DAB) who concurred with the 
exemption.  

In addition, DOT exempted the project as it pertains to the use of the DOT 
property for the construction of the monitoring well and associated staging 
area. The DOT Exemption Notice is attached for reference and has 
thoroughly considered the impacts of the proposed project. The Proposed 
Action, as related to the Land Division, is an administrative action that 
would allow the Applicant to access the DOT project site for construction 
and staging activities. 

Recommendation: Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed 
disposition as provided by Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200.1 HAR, 
this project will probably have minimal or no significant effect on the 
environment and is therefore exempt from the preparation of an 
environmental assessment.  
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EXHIBIT C 



BLNR - ROE to the Navy Page 10 January 9, 2026 


	Structure Bookmarks
	Document




